This chapter addresses the historical background of water regulations and policies in Bolivia in relation to water security and equity for peasant and indigenous populations and highlights how power relations shape these policies. The historical background of Bolivia's (lack of) water legislation has been influenced by both neoliberal policies and social protests against neoliberalism. Bolivia underwent significant political change with the first democratically elected indigenous president, Evo Morales, which has also shaped the policies of redistribution and recognition. Such attempts by Evo Morales to transform the power structures among state, society and the market towards greater economic and cultural social justice are, however, confronted by numerous challenges in practice.
Bolivia's social, geographical and cultural diversity
The struggle for autonomy, territory and natural resources has been key for the indigenous movement in Bolivia. In a series of social protests, the discourse of "indigenous identity" and "customary rights" played a prominent role. Understanding the contestation over natural resources, especially the right to the access and control of water also touches upon questions of social justice, visions of citizenships and the nation (Boelens et al. 2010a) and requires a brief geographical, cultural and social overview.
Geographically and culturally, one can divide the country into the Altiplano highland plateau, the valleys, and the eastern Cordillera,
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Water Security and Equity for Peasant and Indigenous Communities in the Bolivian Highlands mainly inhabited by peasant and indigenous communities, with smallscale irrigation systems to produce products for local markets and subsistence agriculture; and the eastern lowlands, comprising two-thirds of the country but only 40 percent of the population), where mainly mestizo farmers grow soya, sunflower and sugarcane for export (Callejo 2010: 208; Fernández et al. 2006: 11) .
Culturally Socially, despite the fact that the country has achieved political stability after the 2006 election and average economic growth of 4.8 percent during the last years (mainly due to high-priced raw material exports), Bolivia remains one of the poorest countries of the world, with nearly half of the population in poverty (54 percent in urban and 83 percent in rural areas), and with the highest income inequality in South America (World Bank 2013). Based on the ecological diversity and climate characteristics, irrigation plays a central role for national and local food production and livelihood strategies. Although, compared to Peru and other Andean countries, irrigated areas are relatively small, according to the most recent available numbers for 2000-4, agriculture (including rain-fed agriculture) represents about 33 percent of the domestic food production, contributes about 14 percent to the GDP, and employs 40 percent of the population (Callejo 2010: 210; Gutiérrez 2010: 132; World Bank 2013) .
The large cultural diversity is also expressed in various forms of irrigation management and the consequent plurality of local water rights conceptions. Most irrigation systems in Bolivia are self-managed, constructed by peasants and indigenous communities with their own funds and governed by collective management rules (Achi 2010 : Gutiérrez 2010 Bustamante 2002) . Whereas state control of water management had been very low in comparison to Peru, a wave of neoliberal policies introduced from the 1980s posed a threat to the water resources found in territories or under control of peasant and indigenous communities. As a result, these began to protest nationally in defense of their rights to access and manage water. With the intention to increase future water
